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cosmetic characteristic (color) to the composition, much like a flavoring agent would be 
used to make the composition nrare palatable. There is no teaching in Rather that such 
coloring agents functfon as anything but as a superficial component for aesthetic and 
cosmetic purposes. Again, these are essentially optional components with respect to 
the therapeutic action provided by the composition. The Rather references does not 
inherently disclose utilizing a marker in a form and sufficient amount to cause coloration 
of a patient cavity enabling subsequent visual observation. 

Applicants submit that the use of coloring agents as optional components 
In Rather is very apparent when one considers the disclosure of column 5, lines 1-6 
when taken in view of the paragraph at column 4, lines 52-58 of Rather. The paragraph 
concerning coloring at column 5, lines 1-6 is introduced eariier in the paragraph of 
column 4, lines 52-58 as a mere list of ingredients which may be included in the 
compositk)n. These ingredients may include "glidants, lubricants, binders, sweetener, 
flavoring, and coloring components." The subsequent paragraphs go on to simply list 
examples of these coloring ingredients. However, there is no indication that the 
coloring agent plays any significant role in the composition of Rather, nor does Rather 
teach that the coloring agent is present in a form and anrK)unt sufficient to stain the oral 
and/or pharyngeal cavity for subsequent visual observation to determine compliance 
with a medication regimen. In contrast, the coloring agent of the composition of the 
present application is what allows an observer to determine compliance, duration since 
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